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expressed. They carry away with them a vivid impression,
to which they have been subjected for just the requisite
space of time. The majority of hotel visitors do not want a
bedroom just like that in their own homes; they are as a rule
ready to accept a change from ordinary conditions (Fig. 85).
Hotel apartments which are designed to be occupied for
long periods are in a different category; here there is
justification for more subtle and less stimulating effects.

Modernism in decoration is supplying to-day just the
right note of freshness. This is not purely the result of
novelty, but springs from the pleasure of finding, as one
does in a good modern interior, ideas which are quite logical
in themselves, and are also expressed with a full confidence
that they will excite interest. This confidence displayed in
the best modern work is in tune with present-day ideals.
' Safety first' is becoming a little worn as a slogan; and
many people are beginning to welcome the evidence of
genuine enterprise.

The modern style, at its best, has the virtue of being
expressive, and has at its service new and almost unlimited
elements of technique. To utilise some of these to their full
value in Period work is almost impossible, and this furnishes
a very sound reason why Period reproduction work has little
future except in individual problems of decoration.

One of the foremost of these new elements is electric
light, which opens up new fields of building up decorative
form. Some of the best cinema and theatre interiors of
Berlin, Paris and London are conceived with illumination
as one of the principal decorative themes. The Capitol,
the Titania, in Berlin, the Pigalle in Paris, the reconstructed
Savoy and the new Victoria Theatres in London are good
examples (Fig. 89, page 181).